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One Year 200

Six Months
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Invariably in advance

Subscription may be sent by post
office money order express or regis
tered letter

All communications for publication
should be accompanied with the name
of the writer not for pub-

lication but as a guarantee of good
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We solicit news contributions
and in fact all matters affecting

the race We will not pay for matter
however unless it is ordered by us
All matter intended for publication
should reach this office by Wednesday
of each week to insure insertion the
current

Agents are wanted everywhere
Send for instructions

ADVERTISING RATES

Reading notices 50 cents per line
Display advertisements 2 per square
inch per insertion Discounts made
on large contracts

Entered at the Post Office as second
class matter

All letters communications and
matters should be addressed to
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459 C St Northwest
Washington D C
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BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
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The future of the Negro race lies
in its development and progress along
commercial lines Thrift and

form the bulwark and safety
this great country and has rendered
the American people the foremost in
the progress of nations Recently a
colored street railway company was
organized at Jacksonville Fla and
today the road is in operation con
trolled by colored capitalists and
manned by colored conductors and mo

tormen This is a great stride along
commercial lines and the action
these progressive colored citizens of

Florida should be emulated by
of the race elsewhere

The True Reformers Building in
this city is another milestone on the
highway of race progress and

This organization is doing
much good for the race and through
the medium of its bank general stores
and printing house has given profita-

ble employment to members of the
race and has challenged the respect
and admiration of the commercial
world l

The publishing house of the Baptist
A M E and A M E Zion churches
in various sections of the country are
also landmarks of Negro enterprise
and ambition In the many large cit-

ies throughout the United States the
Negro who is developeing himself
along business lines does not

the hardships and privations
the Negro wardhealer and curbstone
orator

The race needs business tact busi-

ness ability and uptodate business
methods With money invested in
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busineis enterprises and industrial
classes working six days every
in the year the future of the Negro
race is safe

John H Clark of Ohio recently in-

dorsed by the Democratic State con
vention for United States Senator de
clares that the lynchings at the South
are the outcome ot the policy of tho
Administration in the Philippines-
If Clarke intends this as a bait for
Negro votes he will be disappointed
since lynchings at the South were in
vogue long before the acquisition of
the Philippines

OFFICE HOLDERS BARRED

We learn that a new Negro organi
zation is about to be launched in the
land and will hold its national con
vention in this city in November Its
line of work is identical with that
of the AfroAmerican Council and the
result of its efforts to restore the

rights of the Negro at the South
will probably be just as abortive But
this new Suffrage League proposes-
to exclude all office holders from its
deliberations A perusal of its list
of officers both national and local dis
closes the names of many disappointed
office seekers and chronic croakers
whose only excuse for being in private
life at present lies in the fact that
President Roosevelt failed to pay any
attention whatever to their piteous ap
peals to be permitted to enter the
Federal granary This galaxy of gold
bugs silverbugs and humbugs essays
to control the entire colored vote at
he North East and West and

dire things should tile Republi
cans in Congress turn a deaf ear to
their petitions
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The political condition of the Negro
at the South is deplorable and proper
steps should be taken by the leading
colored men of the South to bring
about a repeal or modification of ob
noxious election laws passed by South
ern legislatures Professional Negro
politicians of the North and East can
not hope to accomplish much along
hese lines especially the miscellane-

ous crowd of disappointed office
f

seek-
ers composing the new suffrage move-
ment No office holder need apply
This is the climax of humor

Professor Langleys airship Buz-
zard hase received voluminous news-
paper notices but has performed no

service Just like some socalled
Negro leaders

THE PLATE PRINTER

The initial number of the Plate
Printer is out It is a new candidate-
or journalistic favor in this city and
f it keeps the pace set by the number
jefore us it has come to stay and to
ill a longfelt want Its editor and
publisher is Mr E L Jordan a well
mown business man formerly a high
fiicial in the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing and a popular contribu
tor to the daily and weekly press of the
country The literary merit as well
is the typographical and mechanical
beauty of The Plate Printer will

a welcome visitor to the homes of
hose who not only memebrs of the
raft but those who are not interested-

in the art of plate printing The Plate
Printer has a mission
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LYNCHINGS BY

has often been said of our peo
ple that we are adepts at copying the
white mans vices but slow in

his virtues It is painful to look
about and see confirmations of this
unfavorable criticism We protest vig-

orously against lynchings even of our
confessed criminals and against every
other form of violence Yet we hear
of a mob of Negroes lynching one
of their own race down in Floriad for
assaulting a white and of a
most threatening by a
crowd of colored excursionists down
in Hot Springs Ark against the life
of a colored speaker who was uttering
some unpopular sentiments on the Jim
Crow car question Only the coolness-
of a few of those present saved the
mans life

The force of our complaint against
the white mans inhuman and law
breaking conduct is greatly weakened
by occurrences like those above re
ferred to He that takes up the
sword shall perish by the sword We
must wait upon the processes of the

set the white man an exam
ple of restraint and recognition of the
great principle that organized society
has taken from the individual or
any combination of individuals the
right to administer punishement for
crime of any character j

Twelve of the rioters who broke into
the jail at Danville Ill have come
to grief The stern hand of the law
has dealt with them justly and dur-
ing their term behind the prison walls
they will have ample time to reflect
over their impetuosity and their wan
ton disregard of the majestl of the law

OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

NEGO

imitat-
ing

woman
demonstration

l wand

S-

It ¬

¬

¬

The public schools of Washington
City rank among the foremost of the
country salvation of the race
lies in education and the fine

offered the colored youth of
this city by our public schools should
be eagerly grasped and improved Our
school corps comprises colored gradu
ates of Harvard Yale Princeton Ober
lin Howard and other leading insti
tutions of learning and the facilities
and curriculum are unexcelled else
where

There is an important duty imposed
upon the parents and guardians that
must not be overlooked It is home
training and development The teach
er should not be depended upon to de
velop the child without the cordial
assistance of the parent At best the
task of the teacher is an onerous one
and it should Jae lightened by the
hearty cooperation of the parents
The teacher is the embodiment of pa-

tience perseverance and progress and
their interest In the welfare of their
pupils is too often underestimated-
The teachers of this city are deserv
ing of encouragement and coopera
tion for tbeir interest In the race is
unflagging

The
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Recently Gov Jeff Davis of Arkan
sas refused to surrender an escaped
Indiana prisoner upon the grounds
that Gpv W S Durbin of that State
refuses to surrender exGov W L
Taylor to the Kentucky authorities It
is now in ordt r for all escaped Indiana
criminals to flee to Arkansas

¬

The curse of all Negro advancement-
is Jealousy It is in the church
schools lodges politics and busines-
sIt divides up into little hostile clans
too small to accomplish anything but
devilment Wherever a Negro

raises its head wherever a man
of superior ability pushes up above
his fellows wherever worth and en
ergy make for themselves a place
among us there the wagging tongue
of the jealous hearted traducer begins
his insidious objection and spits forth
his venom Exchange

What harm will industrial education-
do the bigheaded brawny broad
shouldered boy or girl and how many
poor parents had college education

The race must hang together or as
Benjamin Franklin said it will hang
separately

Help The Colored American by pay
ing what you know to be due it

The Baptist publishing house at
Nashville Tenn is the foremost of its
kind among our people The printing
houses of the A M E and A 1L E
Zion churches should get a move on
them i

WILLOW TREE ALLEY

Alley life in Washington as in oth
er cities contributes more to crime
and suffering than any other source
of evil Willow Tree Alley heads all
others as a cesspool of filth and im-
morality Its denizens for the most
part live in idleness and vagrancy
without any visible means of support
The only oasis in that unhallowed spot
is Mrs Brown who for years has con
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ducted a work there
Many a tot conceived in iniquity would
have grown up to increase the num
ber of vagrants in the community but
for the rescuing hand of this true mis-

sionary Mrs Brown has indeed been
an angel of mercy to Willow Tree
Alley and its vicinity She has di
vinely gone into the byways and hedg-

es and compelled them to come in and
enter upon a higher life

But the people who infest Willow

Tree and other alleys are not wholly

responsible for the degradation they

bring upon society the white people

of the District are very largely respon

sible for Willow Tree alley Bears al

ley Bloodfield and other dens of in-

famy and vice People who own hou

ses will not rent them even to respec

table colored families hence good bad

and indifferent are forced to take up

residences in alleys and in outofthe
way places They put their properties

into the hands of real estate agents

the big real in

structions not to rent them to colored

people so that apparently rental agents

and owners are banded together not

to rent homes to respectable colored

people except at an enormous rental

These people go to the churches and

preach the doctrine of the lowly Naz

missionary
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arenebut force the poor colored people

to live in these alleys of which they

complain
Which are more worthy the white

people who force these evil conditions-

or the colored people who are the vi-

ctims of them
The answer is not far to seek


